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[def:$signername|printname|req|signer1] [def:$signersig|sig|req|signer1] [def:$notarysig|sig|req|notary] [def:$date|date|req|notary] [def:$state|state|req|notary] [def:$county|county|req|notary] [def:$disclosure|disclosure|req|notary] [def:$seal|seal|req|notary]

Billings Gazette
401 N Broadyway
Billings, Montana 59101
(406) 657-1200

State of Pennsylvania, County of Lancaster, ss:

Yuade Moore, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That (s)he
is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly
authorized agent of Billings Gazette, a newspaper of general
circulation published that is a "legal newspaper" as that is published
daily in the City of Billings, in the County of Yellowstone, State of
Montana, and has charge of the Advertisements thereof.

If this certification is for the State of Montana, I hereby certify that l
have read sec. 18-7-204 and 18-7-205， MCA, and subsequent
revisions, and declare that the price or rate charged the State of
Montana for the publication for which claim is made in printed copy
in the amount of $56.42， is not in excess of the minimum rate
charged any other advertiser for publication of advertisement, set in
the same size type and published for the same number of
insertions, further certify that this claim is correct and just in all
respects, and that payment or credit has not been received.

PUBLICATION DATES: October. 4 2024

NOTICE ID: go8otwT1FBeG7ZyKA2RJ

PUBLISHER ID: COL-MT-100304 
NOTICE NAME: Roofing Installation, Materials, Related Ser 
Publication Fee: $56.42

[$signersig ]
(Signed)______________________________________  [$seal]

VERIFICATION

State of Pennsylvania
County of Lancaster

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: [$date]

[$notarysig ]
______________________________
Notary Public
[$disclosure]

See Proof on Next Page

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.

10/04/2024

$112.84.

$112.84
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Signed & sworn to me on this 11th day of October, 2024.

10/4/2024, 10/11/2024

-Quote Only- Region 10 Service
Center (ESC) responses for Roofing
Installation Materials, Related
Services an JOC

Barbra A. DeCapua

The Daily Commercial Record
706 Main Street, Dallas, Texas. 75202
(214) 741-6366
716959









PROOF OF PUBLICATION           CUSTOMER’S COPY
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RUSSELL JOHNS ASSOCIATES
KIM RIDGEWAY
17110 GUNN HWY
ODESSA, FL 33556
kridgeway@russelljohns.com

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Region 10 Education Service Center (ESC), on behalf of Equalis Group mem-
bers, is requesting responses for Roofing Installation, Materials, Related Ser-
vices and JOC. Responses are due 11/01/2024 before 2:00 PM Central Time. 
To be considered respondents must submit a response to Region 10 ESC in 
accordance with solicitation documentation available at https://
www.region10.org/about-us/request-for-proposals-bids/.  The bid opening 
will take place at 2:00 P.M. Central Time via Teams as stated in the RFP.
SLT0029565

90 S 400 W STE 600  
SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84101-1431

 CUSTOMER NAME AND ADDRESS

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

AS THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE, INC. LEGAL BOOKER, I CERTIFY THAT THE ATTACHED ADVERTISEMENT OF

PUBLISHED ON

DATE SIGNATURE

STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME ON THIS

BY

 ACCOUNT NUMBER

 ACCOUNT NAME  

 ORDER #

RUSSELL JOHNS ASSOCIATES

SLT0029565

 TELEPHONE
727-461-9637

 CUSTOMER REFERENCE NUMBER

 CAPTION

 TOTAL COST

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS Region 10 Education Service 
Center (ESC), on behalf of Equalis Group members, is requesting 
responses for Roofing Installation, Materials, Related Services and 
JOC.

$69.80

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS Region 10 Education Service Center (ESC), on behalf of Equalis Group members, is requesting responses for Roofing 
Installation, Materials, Related Services and JOC. FOR RUSSELL JOHNS ASSOCIATES WAS PUBLISHED BY THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE, INC., 
WEEKLY NEWSPAPER PRINTED IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE WITH GENERAL CIRCULATION IN UTAH, AND PUBLISHED IN SALT LAKE 
CITY, SALT LAKE COUNTY IN THE STATE OF UTAH. NOTICE IS ALSO POSTED ON UTAHLEGALS.COM ON THE SAME DAY AS THE FIRST 
NEWSPAPER PUBLICATION DATE AND REMAINS ON UTAHLEGALS.COM INDEFINITELY. COMPLIES WITH UTAH DIGITAL SIGNATURE 
ACT UTAH CODE 46-2-101; 46-3-104.

10/06/2024, 10/13/2024

10/13/2024

SALT LAKE

Doug Ryle

14th DAY OF OCTOBER IN THE YEAR 2024

NOTARY PUBLIC SIGNATURE



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth

54787 595065 Print Legal Ad-IPL01954640 - IPL0195464 $140.04 2 8 L

MCA Russell John
17110 Gunn Hwy
Odessa, FL 33556

Attention: Kim Ridgeway

kridgeway@russelljohns.com

State of South Carolina

County of Richland

I, Tara Pennington, makes oath that the
advertisment, was published in The State, a
newspaper published in the City of Columbia,
State and County aforesaid, in the issue(s) of

1 insertion(s) published on:

10/04/24

Tara Pennington

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 5th day of
October in the year of 2024

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

Errors- the liability of the publisher on account of errors in or
omissions from any advertisement will in no way exceed the
amount of the charge for the space occupied by the item in
error, and then only for the first incorrect insertion.”

Extra charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroy!



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
Account # Order Number Identification Order PO Amount Cols Depth

54787 595070 Print Legal Ad-IPL01954650 - IPL0195465 $80.11 2 10 L

Kim RidgewayAttention:

MCA Russell John
17110 Gunn Hwy
Odessa, FL 33556

kridgeway@russelljohns.com

COUNTY OF BENTON)
                                                        SS
STATE OF WASHINGTON)

Mary Castro, being duly sworn, deposes and says, I am
the Legals Clerk of The Tri-City Herald, a daily
newspaper.  That said newspaper is a local newspaper
and has been approved as a legal newspaper by order of
the superior court in the county in which it is published
and it is now and has been for more than six months
prior to the date of the publications hereinafter referred
to, published continually as a daily newspaper in Benton
County, Washington.  That the attached is a true copy as
it was printed in the regular and entire issue of the Tri-
City Herald and not in a supplement thereof, ran 1 time
(s) commencing on 10/06/2024, and ending on
10/06/2024 and that said newspaper was regularly
distributed to its subscribers during all of this period.

1 insertion(s) published on:

10/06/24

(Signature of Legals Clerk)

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 7th day of
October in the year of 2024

Notary Public in and for the state of Texas, residing in
Dallas County

Extra charge for lost or duplicate affidavits.
Legal document please do not destroy!



Sold To: 
My Classified ads - CU80183354
17110 Gunn Hwy
Odessa, FL 33556

Bill To:
My Classified ads - CU80183354
17110 Gunn Hwy
Odessa, FL 33556

Affidavit of Publication

State of Illinois
County of Cook

Order Number: 7699985 
Purchase Order: 

This day, Jeremy Gates appeared before me and, after being duly sworn, made oath that: 

1) He/she is affidavit clerk of Virginia Gazette, a newspaper published by Daily Press, LLC in the city of 
Williamsburg and the state of Virginia
2) That the advertisement hereto annexed has been published in said newspaper on the dates stated 
below
3) The advertisement has been produced on the websites classifieds.pilotonline.com and  
https://www.publicnoticevirginia.com

Published on: Oct 09, 2024.
___________________________________________________________________________________

Jeremy Gates

Subscribed and sworn to before me in my city and state on the day and year aforesaid this 10 day of 
October, 2024

My commission expires July 6, 2025

Notary Signature

Notary Stamp
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2C ❚ FRIDAY OCTOBER 4, 2024 ❚ USA TODAY SPORTS

IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE

In re:  BASIC FUN, INC., et al.,1

                                     Debtors.
Chapter 11,  Case No. 24-11432 (CTG)
(Jointly Administered)

NOTICE OF ORDER (I) APPROVING THE ADEQUACY OF THE DISCLOSURES IN THE FIRST AMENDED 
COMBINED PLAN AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT ON AN INTERIM BASIS, (II) SCHEDULING 

THE CONFIRMATION HEARING AND DEADLINE FOR FILING OBJECTIONS, (III) ESTABLISHING 
PROCEDURES FOR THE SOLICITATION AND TABULATION OF VOTES TO ACCEPT OR REJECT THE 

FIRST AMENDED COMBINED PLAN AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT, (IV) APPROVING THE FORM 
OF BALLOT AND SOLICITATION PACKAGE, AND (V) APPROVING THE NOTICE PROVISIONS

YOU ARE ADVISED TO CAREFULLY REVIEW AND CONSIDER THE COMBINED PLAN AND DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT, INCLUDING THE TERMS OF THE EXCULPATION, INJUNCTION, AND BAR PROVISIONS, AS 
YOUR RIGHTS MAY BE AFFECTED

BY ORDER OF THE COURT, TO ALL PARTIES IN INTEREST, PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT: 
On September 27, 2024, the above-captioned debtors and debtors in possession (the “Debtors”) filed the First Amended 

Combined Disclosure Statement and Chapter 11 Plan of Reorganization of Basic Fun, Inc., et al. [Docket No. 221] (as further amended, 
modified, or supplemented from time to time, the “Combined Plan and Disclosure Statement”). Capitalized terms used in this 
Notice which are not defined herein have the meanings ascribed to them in the Combined Plan and Disclosure Statement.

On September 30, 2024, the Court entered an Order [Docket No. 227] (the “Interim Approval and Procedures Order”). The 
Interim Approval and Procedures Order, among other things, conditionally approved the Combined Plan and Disclosure Statement 
for solicitation purposes and established certain deadlines, voting procedures, and other related relief. 

Pursuant to the Interim Approval and Procedures Order, a combined hearing on final approval and Confirmation of the 
Combined Plan and Disclosure Statement (the “Combined Hearing”) will be held October 21, 2024 at 11:30 a.m. (ET). The 
Combined Hearing may be continued from time to time by way of announcement of such continuances in open court, without 
further notice to the parties in interest. 

Objections, if any, to the adequacy of the disclosures in the Combined Plan and Disclosure Statement, or Confirmation of the 
Combined Plan and Disclosure Statement, must be filed and served by October 11, 2024 at 4:00 p.m. (ET) (the “Objection 
Deadline”). Objections must: (a) be in writing; (b) comply with the Bankruptcy Code, Bankruptcy Rules, and Local Rules; (c) 
state the name and address of the objecting party and the amount and nature of the Claim or Interest asserted by such party 
against the Debtors, their estates, or property; (d) state with particularity the basis and nature of any objection to the Combined 
Plan and Disclosure Statement; and (e) be filed with the Court and served before the Objection Deadline on the following parties 
(collectively, the “Notice Parties”): (i) counsel to the Debtors, Polsinelli PC, 222 Delaware Avenue, Suite 1101, Wilmington, 
Delaware 19801, Attn: Shanti M. Katona (skatona@polsinelli.com) and 1401 Eye Street N.W., Suite 800, Washington, D.C. 20005, 
Attn: Mark B. Joachim (mjoachim@polsinelli.com), and 2049 Century Park East, Suite 2900, Los Angeles, CA 90025, Attn: Tanya 
Behnam (tbehnam@polsinelli.com); (ii) counsel to the Prepetition Mezzanine Agent, Klehr Harrison Harvey Branzburg LLP, 919 
N. Market Street, Suite 1000, Wilmington, DE 19801 Attn: Domenic Pacitti (dpacitti@klehr.com); Richard Beck (rbeck@klehr.
com); Sally Veghte (SVeghte@klehr.com) and Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP, 51 West 52nd Street, New York, NY 10019, Attn: 
Raniero D’Aversa (rdaversa@orrick.com) and 400 Capitol Mall, Suite 3000, Sacramento, CA 95814, Attn: Nick Sabatino (nsabatino@
orrick.com); (iii) counsel to the DIP Agent, Young Conaway Stargatt & Taylor, LLP, 1000 North King Street, Wilmington, DE 19801, 
Attn: Edmon L. Morton (emorton@ycst.com), Matthew B. Lunn (mlunn@ycst.com), and Paul Hastings LLP, 515 S. Flower 
Street, 25th Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90071, Attn: Justin E. Rawlins (justinrawlins@paulhastings.com), Jennifer B. Hildebrandt 
(jenniferhildebrandt@paulhastings.com), and 200 Park Ave, New York, NY 10166, Attn: Matthew D. Friedrick (matthewfriedrick@
paulhastings.com); (iv) counsel to Falcon, Landis Rath & Cobb LLP, 919 Market St., Suite 1800, P.O. Box 2087, Wilmington, DE 19899, 
Attn: Richard Cobb (cobb@lrclaw.com), Joshua Brooks (brooks@lrclaw.com) and Paul Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP, 
1285 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10019, Attn: Sean A. Mitchell (smitchell@paulweiss.com), Nicholas Krislov (nkrislov@
paulweiss.com); and (iv) the Office of the United States Trustee, 844 King Street, Suite 2207, Lockbox 35, Wilmington, Delaware 
19801, Attn: Timothy J. Fox, Jr. (Timothy.fox@usdoj.gov).

Article XIV of the Combined Plan and Disclosure Statement contains certain exculpation and injunction 
provisions. These provisions may materially affect your rights. Please review carefully. 

For more information regarding the Solicitation Procedures, contact the Balloting Agent by: a) emailing TeamBasicFun@
stretto.com; (b) writing Stretto, Inc., Re: Basic Fun, Inc., et al., 410 Exchange, Suite 100, Irvine, CA 92602; or (c) calling (833) 394-
1658. Please note that the Balloting Agent is not permitted to give legal advice. To obtain copies of the Combined Plan and 
Disclosure Statement and the Interim Approval and Procedures Order you may: (a) download electronic copies at no charge 
through the Case Website, https://cases.stretto.com/BasicFun/ (see Tab for Plan and Disclosure Statement), maintained by 
Balloting Agent; (b) at no charge by contacting the Balloting Agent at the email address, street address, or phone number listed in 
this paragraph, or (c) for a fee on the Court’s website (http://www.deb.uscourts.gov).
1 The Debtors in these chapter 11 cases, along with the last four digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification number or 
United Kingdom registration number, as applicable, are: Basic Fun, Inc. (9742), Basic Fun Holdco, LLC (0066), TGS Acquisition, LLC 
(3011), TBDUM, LLC (9615), and K’NEX UK Limited (1398). The location of the Debtors’ principal place of business and the Debtors’ 
mailing address is 301 Yamato Road, Suite 4200, Boca Raton, Florida 33431.

Choice Partners (CP), a division of Harris County 

Department of Education (HCDE), is a national 

cooperative that will be accepting proposals in 

response to the following Request for Proposals (RFP). 

Interested proposers may go to www.choicepartners.org and 

register to download the solicitation or call 877-696-2122.

•  RFP 25/006SG – Early Childhood Supplies and 

Related Items are due by Tuesday, October 29, 2024 

@ 2:00 PM CT

All proposals must be submitted via the HCDE 

online eBid System at the following link: 

https://hcdeebid.ionwave.net.
  

Proposals will be opened via Zoom; 

Information regarding dates, times, and a link to 

join the meeting is located within the eBid System 

under the “Activities” tab specific to the solicitation.

Region 10 Education Service Center (ESC), on behalf of 

Equalis Group members, is requesting responses for Roofing 

Installation, Materials, Related Services and JOC. Responses 

are due 11/01/2024 before 2:00 PM  Central Time. To be 

considered respondents must submit a response to Region 10 

ESC in accordance with solicitation documentation available at 

https://www.region10.org/about-us/request-for-proposalsbids/. 

The bid opening will take place at 2:00 P.M. Central Time via 

Teams as stated in the RFP.

NOTICE TO OFFERORS

Internal Connection (E-Rate Category 2 Eligible)

Request for Proposal # 25-09PV 

1GPA will receive responses electronically via 

OpenGov Procurement at:  

https://procurement.opengov.com/portal/1GPA  

Until November 1, 2024 @ 1:00 PM MST, Arizona Time 

Electronic sealed responses are required and will be publicly 

opened through Zoom immediately following the deadline for 

receiving responses. See the solicitation for more information. 

Solicitations may be downloaded online at the link above.

For additional information please contact 

Claudia Leon at 866-306-3893 or cleon@1gpa.org 

For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070   www.russelljohns.com/usat

MARKETPLACE TODAY
To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

All classifi ed ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. USA Today reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad 
at any time. Errors must be reported in the fi rst day of publication. USA Today shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

About the only putt David Skinns missed all day was
his penultimate one.

Skinns, who was a birdie away from becoming the
third PGA Tour player to shoot 59 in 2024, had 9 feet for
yet another circle on his final hole during the opening
round of the 2024 Sanderson Farms Championship.

The putt started at the right edge of the cup, and on
the pristine greens of The Country Club of Jackson
started breaking left, but it didn’t stop. The putt missed
just left of the hole, and with that missed his chance at
adding his name to an exclusive club in professional
golf.

“It’s hard not to be a little bit disappointed because
how many 9-footers are you going to get to shoot 59?”
Skinns said. “I’m sure I’m not going to get many. Tough
not to be a little bit disappointed, but I really want to just
look back on how kind of in control mentally I felt, how I
kept attacking. Wasn’t really thinking about the future
at all, which is kind of the thing I’m going to take away
from today.”

All is not lost for Skinns, however. The 42-year-old
from England shot 12-under 60 on Thursday during the
opening round of the Sanderson Farms, setting a course
record with a stellar performance approaching the
greens and on the putting surfaces. As poor as he was
off the tee (Skinns hit only five of 14 fairways), he gained
nearly five strokes on the field approaching the green,
and once he got on the putting surfaces, he hardly
missed any, gaining nearly four strokes while making
134 feet of putts on only 21 putts.

Skinns made twice as many birdies (12) as he did
pars Thursday, and he holds a three-shot lead over PGA
Tour rookie Michael Thorbjornsen after the morning
wave. He said soft greens and light winds helped con-
tribute to the numerous low scores from the morning
wave, but Skinns’ score stands above them all.

He started on the back nine and birdied his first two
holes. After a pair of pars, he proceeded to birdie four
straight before making the turn in 6-under 30. Once on

the front nine, he had another string of four consec-
utive circles from Nos. 2-5 and added two more on
Nos. 7-8.

Then came the miss on the closing par-4 ninth.
Nevertheless, it’s a 60 for Skinns, who remains
searching for his first PGA Tour victory.

“A bit of a dream, really,” Skinns said of his stellar
performance. “Those are the ones that you turn
around and you’re 7 under, you’re like, ‘Wow, I didn’t
feel like I did too much.’ ”

Skinns’ season has had its ups and downs. He has a
T-4 at The Cognizant Classic and a T-7 at the Texas
Children’s Houston Open, but he also has missed 10
cuts in 21 starts. Coming into the Sanderson Farms, he
missed the weekend in three of his past five starts.

PGA TOUR SANDERSON FARMS CHAMPIONSHIP

David Skinns sets record with 60

David Skinns of Lincoln, England, watches his tee
shot on the sixth hole Thursday in the Sanderson
Farms Championship at The Country Club of
Jackson. RICK GUY/SPECIAL TO THE CLARION LEDGER

Cameron Jourdan
Golfweek | USA TODAY NETWORK

The 2023-24 season was one of disappointment for
both the New Jersey Devils and Buffalo Sabres.

However, after an offseason with notable change
for each, the two teams look to kick off the 2024-25
campaign in a positive manner when they face off Fri-
day in Prague, Czech Republic, for the first of two
games in the 2024 NHL Global Series Czechia.

The Devils finished 23rd in the NHL last season
with 81 points, a stark drop-off after logging 112 points
and finishing third in 2022-23. That season they had a
16-3-0 start, including a 13-game winning streak, and
made the playoffs for the second time in 11 years.

“A good start for us is imperative,” New Jersey gen-
eral manager Tom Fitzgerald told NHL.com. “Those 13
games helped soften the blow for the losing stretch (in
December, 1-7-1) because you’re still playing with
house money.”

Sheldon Keefe was hired to replace interim head
coach Travis Green, who stepped in after Lindy Ruff
was fired on March 4.

Ruff, meanwhile, is now behind the bench for the
Sabres, charged with guiding them to the playoffs for
the first time since 2011, when he was the last Buffalo
coach to do so.

After years of seemingly endless rebuilds, hope
sprang when Buffalo finished a point behind the Flori-
da Panthers for the second Eastern Conference wild
card in 2022-23. An inconsistent 2023-24 campaign
resulted in a seven-point drop, extending the postsea-
son drought to an NHL-record 13 seasons.

GM Kevyn Adams acquired Ryan McLeod from the
Edmonton Oilers for highly touted prospect Matt Sa-
voie. He traded for Beck Malenstyn and signed Jason
Zucker, Sam Lafferty and Nicolas Aube-Kubel.

Rasmus Dahlin was named captain on Sept. 26.

NHL

Devils, Sabres
seek start of
revival in Prague
FIELD LEVEL MEDIA | REUTERS 
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Region 10 Education Service Center (ESC), on behalf of 

Equalis Group members, is requesting responses for Roofing 

Installation, Materials, Related Services and JOC. Responses 

are due 11/01/2024 before 2:00 PM  Central Time. To be 

considered respondents must submit a response to Region 10 

ESC in accordance with solicitation documentation available at 

https://www.region10.org/about-us/request-for-proposalsbids/. 

The bid opening will take place at 2:00 P.M. Central Time via 

Teams as stated in the RFP.

For advertising information: 1.800.397.0070   www.russelljohns.com/usat

MARKETPLACE TODAY
To view more Classified listings,
visit: classifieds.usatoday.com

All classifi ed ads are subject to the applicable rate card, copies of which are available from our Advertising Dept. All ads are subject to approval before publication. USA Today reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel any ad 
at any time. Errors must be reported in the fi rst day of publication. USA Today shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error in or omission of an advertisement. No refunds for early cancellation of order.

BEAUTIFUL ASIAN WOMEN

Desire friendship, romance! 

Free brochure. Since 1991. 

Send S.A.S.E to: 

P.I.C., BOX 4601-USA, 

Thousand Oaks CA 91359.

805-492-8040 
www.pacisl.com

LOS ANGELES – For one night only,
the “Speed” bus rolled again.

More than 30 years after the release
of the classic 1994 action thriller, stars
Keanu Reeves, Sandra Bullock and di-
rector Jan de Bont reunited for a rau-
cous “Speed” screening and the first
group discussion on Tuesday. Hundreds
of fans waited in vain to get into the
sold-out Beyond Fest at the American
Cinematheque event, which featured
boisterous cheers during every “Speed”
action moment.

“We knew we were doing something
wacky,” Reeves, 60, said of making the
movie in which he portrays a police offi-
cer trying to prevent a bomb from ex-
ploding on a city bus – driven by a pas-
senger named Annie (Bullock) – by
keeping the speed above 50 mph.

Bullock, 60, who had a break-out per-
formance in “Speed,” said she was too
inexperienced to know that actually
driving the movie’s bus (she received a
Santa Monica bus driver’s license) and
smashing into cars was not a normal
filmmaking experience (”Speed” went
through 14 buses).

“I was at the wheel of projectile. So I
was just happy to be alive,” said Bullock.
“I was new to the whole game, so I
wasn’t aware of what was happening or
what felt right. We were just in it. It was
real. When we were smashing into
things (on screen), we were really
smashing into those things.”

Bullock said she fought hard for the
role she loved.

“But other people turned (the role)
down, there were other people ahead of
me,” Bullock said as the director protest-
ed.

“When I saw you, I knew it was going
to be you,” de Bont, 80, said.

“But you saw me after one, two, and
three couldn’t do it,” Bullock said, laugh-
ing. 

During a discussion about the realis-
tic “Speed” stunts, Bullock had a casting
epiphany.

“It just dawned on me why you want-

ed me in the role,” said Bullock. “If you
killed me, I wasn’t a big actor at the time.
It would have been ‘Actor dies in stunt
making Keanu Reeves movie.’ ”

“Point Break” Reeves was already an
enigmatic Hollywood star leading
“Speed” who had his first film meetings
with long hair. Reeves then reappeared
for the “Speed” shoot with a close-
shaved “sniper” haircut without ad-
vance notice. This was a big deal for the
leading man that sent shockwaves
through the set.

“I heard these whispers, ‘He’s cut his
hair. Why did he cut his hair? His hair is
too short!’ I just felt this pervading feel-
ing. It was like, ‘It’s too late, man!’ ”
Reeves recalled. 

De Bont said he came to love the hair-

cut after he got over the surprise.
“Actually, once you had the short

haircut, you actually became the char-
acter. And that was so fantastic,” he said
to Reeves. “I didn’t want you to grow the
hair; you would look too relaxed. I want-
ed you more tense.”

Reeves performed most of the in-
tense practical stunts in “Speed,” in-
cluding the famous scene in which his
character lies in a cart attached to a ca-
ble and is rolled under the moving bus to
defuse the bomb.

“When I was under the bus with that
little cart thing with the little wheels,
and you’re going 25 to 30 mph, that gets
a little sketchy,” said Reeves. “Then they
were like, ‘Let’s put another wire on it.’ It
became a thing. 

Then they were like, ‘Maybe we don’t
put Keanu in that anymore.’ ”

Will there be a ‘Speed 3’?

Naturally, the discussion turned to a
new film. Reeves sat out of the critically
derided 1997 sequel “Speed 2: Cruise
Control” which featured Jason Patrick,
Bullock and de Bont directing. 

Would the trio consider “Speed 3”
three decades later?

“The geriatric version,” Bullock said
comically. “It won’t be fast.”

“Speed 3: Retirement,” Reeves added.
“It would be a different movie for

sure,” said de Bont. “But it would be
great to work with them both. That’s ab-
solutely true.”

MOVIES

Reeves, Bullock reunite with ‘Speed’
director to talk surviving the crashes
Bryan Alexander
USA TODAY

Keanu Reeves and Sandra Bullock appear in a scene from 1994’s “Speed.” RICHARD FOREMAN/20TH CENTURY FOX

NEW YORK – Academy Award win-
ner Ariana DeBose admits that when it
comes to movies, she prefers “cupcakes,
sprinkles and joy.” None of those are
found in her latest film, “House of
Spoils” (streaming now on Prime
Video). The horror movie brings the star
into unfamiliar territory. 

“I do think that horror can sometimes
allow you to process through fear,” De-
Bose, 33, tells USA TODAY. “I think there
are people who like to feel scared. I’m
not one of them.” 

The actress says she respects the
genre and enjoyed the challenge that
“House of Spoils” provided. 

“Making this particular film actually
showed me that there’s a technique” to
horror, she explains. “It does take real
skill. It’s not just, ‘Oh, my gosh, I’m go-
ing to scream my face off.’”

DeBose took the role of a lead seri-
ously and was cognizant of how she car-
ried herself on the set. Past experiences,
both positive and negative, informed
her actions. DeBose wouldn’t divulge
any names of colleagues who left a bad
impression, joking that she wants “to
work again.” When it comes to positive
experiences, she immediately mentions
“West Side Story” co-star Rita Moreno
and Jamie Lee Curtis. 

“The vibe that I get from her, even

when she’s just cultivating relation-
ships within the industry, it’s joy. It’s cu-
riosity. It’s genuine,” DeBose says of
Curtis. “Like, wanting to know, what’s
your vibe? What do you think?”

‘House of Spoils’ serves up
horror with a side du jour

DeBose had to sharpen her knife
skills for “House of Spoils,” but this isn’t
a slasher film. The actress plays a chef
who leaves a fancy New York City res-
taurant to run a trendy new spot up-
state. There are a number of issues,
namely a less-than-savory restaurateur
(Arian Moayed) who also thrusts an un-
qualified sous chef (Barbie Ferreira)
upon her. But perhaps most important-
ly, the place is haunted by its previous
owner.

To train for her kitchen scenes, De-
Bose visited Chef Ayesha Nurdjaja at
Shukette, a Middle Eastern restaurant
in Manhattan’s Chelsea neighborhood.
She says the experience was “enlighten-
ing.”

“Just seeing how the energy of a
kitchen functions and like every chef in
the kitchen needs each other,” she re-
calls. “But also it all revolves around the
head chef and everyone has their own
leadership style. So I took a lot of differ-
ent things from Chef Ayesha and I
chopped a bunch of vegetables every
day while I was making this movie.”

Is a return to Broadway 
next for DeBose?

DeBose will soon head to Nashville to
film another Prime Video project: the re-
cently green-lit “Scarpetta” series with
Curtis and Nicole Kidman. She’s also
politically active in a number of cam-
paigns to get out the vote, specifically

for the Democratic Party.
“Not everyone, especially on social

media, wants to be in conversation with
you,” she says. “They want to have an
opinion about you or your opinion, and
they want to pick it apart, but they don’t
want to be in conversation about it. And
that is a sad thing to me, because I do
remember a time growing up where I
saw individuals converse about their
differences as opposed to shame each
other about their differences.

“I’m Puerto Rican, I’m black, I’m
queer, I’m a woman. All of these things
to me are on the ballot. And I also look at
it as when I cast a vote, I’m not just do-
ing it for me, I’m doing it for the people
that I love.”

In December, DeBose is back in thea-
ters as Marvel’s Calypso in “Kraven the
Hunter.” And as for her seemingly annu-
al gig hosting the Tony Awards, DeBose
laughs when the prospect of hosting a
fourth consecutive time is broached.

“I doubt it,” she responds when asked
if she would return to the awards show.
“When I have an idea, I come to the ta-
ble. I love my theater family, but I might
be all out of ideas.

“And to be honest, I really want to get
back to the stage. I’ve been very inspired
by the things I’ve seen over the last three
years, and it’s been a way for me to stay
connected (to Broadway), but I also
would like to get back to the ‘doing.’ And
so I’m hoping that’ll start soon.”

STREAMING

DeBose enjoyed the challenge of horror film ‘House of Spoils’ 
Ralphie Aversa
USA TODAY

Ariana Debose poses for a portrait in
celebration of her upcoming movie
release, “House of Spoil,” on Prime
Video.
EMMA ROSE MILLIGAN/FOR USA TODAY
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